
 

 

Reporting on our work in 2020 - Chair’s Report 

We could summarize it as “COVID happened, we responded”, but the reality is that we achieved much. 
We solidified our relationship with the Cook Street Village Activity Centre and want to thank their 
leadership and staff for being so helpful.  As you know the space in the adjoining building is still subject to 
City Council approval.  More on that in the Looking Ahead section, and it is positive.  

In response to COVID, we changed from primarily in-person services to Zoom events including formal 
presentations and, every month, several No-Touch Wellbeing sessions.  I would like to thank everyone, 
presenters and participants for their contributions to these sessions.  

We have also undertaken much work related to projects and programs in other areas. We had the 
pleasure of running a ‘flu vaccination clinic in space provided by the Cook St Village Activity Centre and 
the vaccine and medical staff provided by Fort Royal Pharmacies.  Many thanks to everyone involved. 

 

Summary of 2020 Funding Applications  

Canada Summer Jobs was a successful application in 2020. The purpose of this grant was to provide 
students with valuable paid work experience. We were approved for 1 wage subsidy to hire a student 
position to support the health education work of the co-op. 
 
We applied for the BC Community Gaming Grant (for the Human and Social Services Sector) for ongoing 
support for the Wellbeing sessions but did not receive the grant. 

Through the Canadian Red Cross and Government of Canada, we applied for funding to adapt existing 
programs and provide COVID-19 emergency support to our community. This application was successful 
and were able to provide PPE to 5 local organizations in need of supplies. We also hosted bi-monthly 
“No-Touch” Wellbeing sessions virtually and hosted two educational workshops at the Cook Street Village 
Activity Centre. This grant also allowed the VHC to Health & Wellness Coordinators on a short-term 
contract to deliver these programs. Unfortunately we were not approved for further funding in 2021.  

I want to point out that this was all achieved with a very tiny number of paid hours and a very large 
number of volunteer hours.  Thanks to all of you.  

Practitioner funding from the BC Association of Community Health Centres.  As you know we need exam 
room space, plus funding for salary for a multi-year contract, medical records, furniture and equipment in 
order to employ a medical practitioner.  This year has been somewhat frustrating with delays regarding 
both space and funding but there is constructive news to share in our next report: Looking Ahead in 2021. 

 

 

2020 VHC Annual General Meeting  
1:30 – approx. 2:30pm  Saturday, January 30th, 2021 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83815816623 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83815816623

